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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS ; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

1-6 (Canceled) 

7. (New) A method for operating an appliance having a treatment chamber in which 
items are subjected to a drying program, the method comprising: 

guiding air via a conduit system connected to the treatment chamber such that air 
is initially guided from the treatment chamber to the conduit system and is 
subsequently recirculated from the conduit system to the treatment chamber with 
(a) the air that has been guided from the treatment chamber to the conduit system 
initially being guided relative to a Peltier element having means for extracting 
heat from air passed therethrough, whereupon the air is cooled by its passage * 
relative to the means for extracting means and, thus, the moisture absorption 
capacity of the air is reduced, (b) the air having passed relative to the means for 
extracting heat subsequently being guided relative to a means for heating the air 
such that the air is heated, and (c) the air thereafter being recirculated after such 
heating by the means for heating the air back to the treatment chamber. 

8. (New) The method according to claim 7, wherem the air is conveyed by means of 
a fan. 

9. (New) The method according to claim 7, wherein the air is cooled by means of 
the Peltier element 

10. (New) The method according to claim 7, wherein the air is heated by means of 
the Peltier element. 
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(New) The method according to cldm 7, wherein -the air is heated by nieahs of a 

' heistter^^ 

(New) The method according to claim 7, wherein the air is passed by a 
condenser. 



